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Marshal Tito, and he has at this moment more than a quarter of a
million men with him, and large quantities of arms taken from the
enemy or from the Italians, and these men are organized, without
losing their guerrilla qualities, into a considerable number of divisions
and corps.

The whole movement has taken shape and form, without losing, as
I say, the guerrilla quality without which it could not possibly succeed.
These forces are, at this moment, holding in check no fewer than 14
German Divisions, out of the 20 in the Balkan Peninsula. Around
and within these heroic forces, a national and unifying movement has
developed. The Communist element had the honour of being the
beginners, but, as the movement increased in strength and numbers,
a modifying and unifying process has taken place, and national con-
ceptions have supervened. In Marshal Tito, the Partisans have found
an outstanding leader, glorious in the fight for freedom. Unhappily,
perhaps inevitably, these new forces came into collision with those
under General Mihailovitch. Their activities upset his commanders'
accommodations with the enemy. He endeavoured to repress them,
and many tragic fights took place and bitter feuds sprang up between
men of the same race and country, whose misfortunes were due only
to the common foe. At the present time, the followers of Marshal
Tito outnumber many times those of General Mihailovitch, who acts
in the name of the Royal Yugoslav Government. Of -course, the
Partisans of Marshal Tito are the only people who are doing any
effective fighting against the Germans now.

For a long time past, I have taken a particular interest in Marshal
Tito's movement, and have tried, and am trying, by every available
means, to bring him help. A young friend of mine, an Oxford don,
Captain Deakin, now Lieut.-Colonel Deakin, D.S.O.,entered Yugoslavia
by parachute nearly a year ago and was for eight months at Marshal
Tito's headquarters. On one occasion, both were wounded by the
same bomb. They became friends. Certainly, it is a bond between
people, but a bond which, I trust, we shall not have to institute in our
own personal relationships. From Colonel Deakin's reports we derived
a lively picture of the whole struggle and its personalities. Last
Autumn, we sent a larger Mission under the hon. and gallant Member
for Lancaster (Brigadier Fitzroy Maclean). Having joined the Foreign,
Secretary and myself at Cairo to report, he has now re-entered Yugo-
slavia by parachute. I can assure the House that every effort in our
power will be made to aid and sustain Marshal Tito and his gallant
band. The Marshal sent me a message during my illness, and I have
since been in constant and agreeable correspondence with him. We
intend to back him with all the strength we can draw, having regard
to our other main obligations.